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Lr7 REVIEW OF PRECIOUS METALS INVENTORY 

?f 
ll7 Spec ia l  m a t e r i a l s  i n c l u d i n g  p r e c i o u s  m e t a l s  and o t h e r  r a r e  m a t e r i a l s  
c?J which have a v e r y  high monetary v a l u e  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  the i r  volume o r  
E1 Accounting i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  o v e r a l l  c o n t r o l  and a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  f o r  111 
IZI 1x1 a c q u i s i t i o n ,  u s e ,  i nven to ry  c o n t r o l ,  and d i s  o s a l  of  precious 

o f  g o l d ,  s i l v e r ,  p l a t inum,  i r i d i u m ,  rhodium, g a l l i u m ,  palladium, 
osinium, r u t h e r i u m ,  and rhenium. The t o t a l  gram weight was 1 , 7 3 1 , 0 9 2  
grams with a d o l l a r  va lue  o f  5813,482. 

There a r e  p r e s e n t l y  20 c u s t o d i a n s  o f  r a r e  and p r e c i o u s  me ta l s .  
t o t a l  o f  e i g h t  c u s t o d i a n s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  9503,681 were contacted f o r  
t h i s  review. O f  the  e i g h t  c u s t o d i a n s  su rveyed ,  a l l  were in  
p o s s e s s i o n  o f  appointment  l e t t e r s  from t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  D i r e c t o r s ,  
a s  r e q u i r e d  by RFPM MAT 16-001, Spec ia l  M a t e r i a l s  (Non-Source and 
S p e c i a l  [SS] )  A c c o u n t a b i l i t y .  The c u s t o d i a n s  and t h e i r  a l t e r n a t e s  
had a t t ended  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  s e s s i o n s  and were v e r y  knowledgeable o f  
t h e  procedures  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i nvo lved  w i t h  b.eing a p rec ious  
m e t a l s  c u s t o d i a n .  
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weigh t ,  must be p h y s i c a l l y  accounted f o r  a t  a l l  t imes .  Property 

s p e c i a l  m a t e r i a l s  and has been d e l e g a t e d  a u t h o r i t y  t o  r e q u i r e  f u l l  
compliance w i t h  DOE and o t h e r  Federal  r e g u l a t i o n s  governing 

m e t a l s .  As o f  March 1989, the p r e c i o u s  meta e s i nven to ry  c o n s i s t e d  

A 

' A c c s s s i b i l i t y  t o  p rec ious  me ta l s  has t i g h t e n e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  s i n c i  
t h e  p rev ious  review.  
i n d i v i d u a l s  having combinat ions t o  s a f e s  housing precious me ta l s .  
The Combinations o f  a l l  s a f e s  reviewed had been changed during t h e  
p a s t  twelve months. During t h i s  review t h e r e  was no evidence o f  
improper s t o r a g e .  
v a u l t s  or s e c u r i t y  type  s a f e s  when not  i n  use. 

A t  the t ime o f  t h i s  review, t h e r e  were approx ima te ly  458 kilograms 
o f  reclaimed s i l v e r  in  t h e  P l a n t  C e n t r a l  S t o r a g e  Account in  
Bu i ld ing  125. Addi t iona l  amounts of r ec l a imed  s i l v e r  a r e  being 
accumulated and s t o r e d  a t  o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s  on p l a n t s i t e .  Before 
the s i l v e r  can be shipped o f f s i t e  for s a l e  o r  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  D O E  
s t o c k p i l e ,  i t  must be analyzed f o r  con tamina t ion  by r a d i o a c t i v e  
elements  and found t o  be w i t h i n  s p e c i f i e d  d i s c a r d  l i m i t s .  
l i m i t s  have no t  been s e t  and a s t o r a g e  problem i s  beginning t o  a r i s e  
due t o  l a c k  o f  space .  

Custodians and a l t e r n a t e s  were t h e  o n l y  

All p rec ious  me ta l s  were observed t o  be s t o r e d  i n  

These 
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The Precious Metals Control Officer estimates the s i l v e r  could be 
sold for  approximately $95,000 or resu l t  i n  a c r e d i t  o f  the  same 
amount i f  returned t o  the DOE stockpile.  

Management Action 

The Manager of  Environmental Management will ensure t h a t  discard 
l i m i t s  f o r  reclaimed s i l v e r  a re  determined by June 16,  1989. 

0. L .  Smith, Manager 
Internal Audit 
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